
Greetings Green Lake Property Owners,

In a few weeks many Green Lake residents
will begin taking out their docks and boats and

closing up their summer residences.  How
time flies, it seems like only yesterday that

the ice was going out of Green Lake.
There are definite signs that fall is just

around the corner, nights are getting
cooler, acorns are dropping and the water temperature of the lake
is getting colder.  For those of us who live
on the lake year round, fall is a wonderful
season.  Seeing the fall colors and the beautiful
sunsets is a sight to behold.  For those of you
who will be leaving the lake, I hope you have a
good winter and I look forward to your return
next spring.

Beginning in mid October, Tom Moritz
will begin to check on residence, for those
people who signed up for Patrol Service.  Remember, you have
until September 15th to add this service for the winter months.

It  has been brought to the attention of your Board that a group
of residents on the west side of Green Lake have asked the
Kandiyohi County Board of County Commissioners to close a
portion of Skyline Drive to through traffic and create two 
cul-de-sacs.  Initial discussion of this issue was held with the com-
missioners on August 23rd, but no action was taken.  We will con-
tinue to monitor this situation.

Your Board has been informed that Kandiyohi County hopes to
get bids for the construction of a new bridge on County Road 4 at
the outlet of Green Lake.  Work on this project is slated to begin
either this fall or early next spring.

The Green Lake Property Owners Board will hold its last 
meeting of the year on September 17th.  People with 
questions or concerns about Green Lake should
contact a board member either by phone or
email.

Bruce Halgren
President, GLPOAThe Green Lake Breeze

Green Lake Property Owners Association
P.O. Box 362
Spicer, Minnesota 56288
www.greenlakespicer.com

Address Service Requested

PLEASE ASSIST US1

The Board of Directors of the Green Lake

Property Owners Association will print a new

directory to be mailed out when dues are paid,

starting in May 2006.

We would like to ask for your assistance to

make sure that we have your name and address

spelled correctly.  Please check the 2003 

directory to see that this information is the way

you wish to have it printed.

If you know of a new neighbor, or a neighbor

who has sold his/her property, we wish to place

the correct names(s) in the directory.

If you have any corrections, or know of any,

please write to us.

The Board of Directors is also looking for 

colored/black and white pictures which might

be used for the front cover of the directory.

If you have a picture which you wish for the

Board to consider, please print your name,

address and telephone number on the back 

side of the print and mail to:

Green Lake Property Owners
PO Box 362

Spicer, Minnesota 56288

September 2005
Isn’t it great to be on one of the most beautiful lakes in Minnesota?  As I enjoy this beauty and have

the pleasure of walking my pets on the walking path, I look around me at the cans and

garbage that people leave as litter.

I always wonder what kind of people have so little love and respect

for others and the community that they not only throw litter on the

road, walking path and side, but also allow their pets

to poop on the walking path without cleaning up after.  

Plastic bags and respect is all it takes.

Dodie Ladwig

Why Do People Litter?

                    



Fishing Hearing Was Held!

As you may have read and heard about, Lake Florida residents have expressed an interest
in installing a centralized sewer collection system around their lake and becoming part of the
district collection and treatment system.  There are of course many statutory steps that need

to be followed for this to come about.  If after the final public hearing the Lake Florida resi-
dents are still in favor of the project, construction is expected to begin in the spring of 2006.
The district has the capacity to treat more wastewater and adding additional customers will
help reduce the fixed costs that we incur.

There were a number of people again this summer that had their water meter installed backwards.  This of
course requires district manpower to remedy the situation in one form or fashion.  When installing the meter look
for the arrow on the brass case that indicates the direction of flow.  If not sure, give the district office a
call and we can drop by and lend a hand.

If you will be winterizing your home this fall please remember to fully drain all the water from
your water meter.  If you are keeping your seasonal home heated throughout the winter be sure to
provide insulation and heat to the water meter depending upon its location.

Another item about winterizing, and that’s regarding your private water shut-off if you have
one.  A few people have noted that these shut-offs turn extremely hard.  My advice is to operate
the valves a number of times each season.  The more you operate it the more freely it should turn.

If you are thinking of making improvements to your property and you are not sure where
your water and sewer service lines are located, call the district office at 796-4523 and we
can provide you with a copy of our service line as build drawing pertaining to your address.

Please feel free to call me if you have any district questions or concerns.

Ron Hagemeier

GLSSWD Director

If you paid for membership, along with the patrol service you will notice that the
“PATROL SIGNS” will be placed on your residence shortly after the October 1st.

The bi-monthly patrol will begin near the middle of October.  
Please be advised that if you wish to sign up for this valuable service you must submit your
$25.00 prior to September 15, 2005.

The person who does the patrol will be identified this year by a vest with the word “Green Lake
Patrol” on the back of the vest.  If further I.D. is needed, an identification card with picture of the
employee has been issued by the Kandiyohi County Sheriff’s Office.

Post cards will be sent to your home residence during the six month period, as we do not know when you leave for your
winter home.  Please advise your postmaster to forward your Patrol Post Cards as they do your regular mail.

Patrol to Begin on October 1st

GLSSWD NEWS

At the DNR Hearing on Thursday, August 25, at the Dethlefs Senior Center, an overwhelming
number of area people turned out to stop the current regulations on Green Lake and return the lake

to statewide fishing regulations.

Prior to the hearing over 700 “Stop the Current Special Regulations” cards
were sent to the DNR and these are part of the testimony that DNR must 
consider in making decisions for the 2006 fishing season.

If you have heard that area fisherman “don’t care” or only a few people have been heard on
these issues, the turnout at the hearing sure made a big impact.

Now, what will happen?  According to Bruce Gilberston, Spicer area DNR and 
John Guenther, State Fish and Wildlife Director of DNR, the information and 
testimonial will be compiled and reported very soon.  Ten more days after the 
hearing are open for written comments.  Then the data is sent to Mr. Guenther for
state fisheries input.

Mr. Guenther has the local data of post cards, resolutions, and written comments to add to the
hearing data.  The state will hope to make a decision by early October and report back to area
fisherman and residents.

As soon as this decision is made, it will be reported on the Green Lake website and I am sure in local news
media.

You have demonstrated that Green Lake residents and area fisherman “care.”  Thanks for all your input.

Marlin Wacholz,
Water Quality and Fishing Committee

Where Does Our Membership Come From?
Associate Green Lake Irving New London Spicer Total

Possible Membership 29 133 216 259 175 812

Members Paid Dues 20 87 169 144 88 508

Percentage of Members 68.96% 65.41% 78.24% 55.59% 50.28% 62.56%

Paying Dues

Members Paid Patrol 33 61 33 9 136

Percentage of Members 24.81% 36.09% 12.74% 5.14% 16.74%

Paying Patrol

                       



Anyone contemplating landscaping within the Shore Impact Zone (37.5 feet from

the ordinary high water level) is asked to first contact the Kandiyohi County zoning

Office at 231-6229.  Construction of stairways, vegetation removal and grading are

examples of activities requiring a Shoreland Alteration Permit.  For work below the

ordinary high water level contact Area Hydrologist, Skip Wright at 796-6272.

Activities requiring a DNR permit include but are not limited to rock riprap 

placement, beach development, storm water outfalls and lake bank restoration.

Work without a permit is in violation of the Kandiyohi County Shoreland Ordinance and Public Waters Law.  These

rules are in place to protect water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, the natural character of our lakeshore and

property values.  A photographic inventory of the Green Lake Shoreline is being planned this fall to help with 

enforcement efforts.

Over-development of Green Lake’s shoreline is an ongoing phenomenon and has been cited as a major threat

to protecting water quality and habitat.  Lakeshore owners interested in protecting the lake environment and their

property values can help reverse this trend.  An option to traditional landscaping is reestablishing natural buffers

along the shoreline by “lakescaping” with native plants.  For more information contact the Spicer DNR Area

Office at the number listed above or DNR Shoreline Restoration Specialist, Lelani Peterson at 354-2055.

Skip Wright, 

DNR Area Hydrologist

Lakeshore Alterations

The summer is winding down.  The first yellow leaves on a basswood tree

appeared by August 1 - way too early, as far as I was concerned.  The mint is

speckled and ready to pull out - no more mint juleps until next year, but the 

possibilities for mint tea and jelly were almost endless.  I learned mine was the 

old-fashioned variety, more fragrant and rich than later varieties.  Irises have been

trimmed back, and the peonies will soon follow.

Asters, gladiola and mums are blooming, along with the summer flowers that survived the

heat.  I saw three little gray birds hopping among my geraniums the other day, snatching

something I couldn’t see.  First thinking that surely birds don’t eat flowers, I realized they

were eating the little midges caught in the fine spider webs strung between the plants.  They

were most likely least flycatchers, as I’ve seen them several times since, darting out from a

railing and quickly coming back again.

Ordinarily, I’ve heard mourning doves in the spring, but this August I’ve heard them more

often than before.  Other birds sing and chirp away in the mornings as well.  The goldfinches are

prolific; some residents have seen the orioles again.  Hummingbirds keep up their hovering above

the blossoms and at the feeders.  Keep feeding them until you see them no more.  They’ll still

leave when it’s time for them to go.

Moving on to bigger birds, several of us observed strange behavior of loons the end of July.  Each loon (in dif-

ferent parts of the lake) was staying in one place and thrashing about, bobbing its head up and down under water,

tossing its head from side to side, looking thoroughly distressed.  At first I thought it was trapped by

a turtle, but it never submerged its body.  Our final conclusion was that it has a fish

too big to handle by simply tossing it in the air and swallowing it head first

as usual.  Once it conquered its meal, I suppose by chopping it into

smaller pieces, the loon simply swam away.  The same day I saw the

loon, another bird was exhibiting the same behavior, but the coloring

was different.  It turned out to be an eared grebe, thrashing back and forth and fluffing up its feathers until it

looked like a feathered ball.  The distinctive orange-yellow feathers on the side

of the head identified that bird for me.

Other people saw loons in flight - a more graceful achievement than their

efforts at walking on land, but a sight not often seen.  In a couple more

months we will be seeing rafts of ducks riding the waves and squadrons of

Canada geese heading south.  Then come the eagles, cleaning up the flyways and often landing

on the ice, fishing the open waters that still remain.

Nature Notes
Has anyone else noticed that monarch butterflies are larger than usual this

year?  Seeing them congregate in the trees as they begin their migration should

be fascinating.  They flutter by while the gulls frantically screech on windy days

or placidly sail on calm waters and crane flies whine high above at night or gather

by the doors and windows on the sheltered side of buildings.

May you enjoy the transitions of autumn, and may

the Green Lake breezes blow gently and bless you

and yours with contentment, healing, love and peace.

Gloria Benson

Nature Notes continued...
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Kandiyohi County Lake Base Rates Sewer and Water Report
Projected sewer and water costs were presented by Gary Danielson.  The present $33/unit

cost ($13.20 for water and $19.80 for sewer) may have to be increased to $39/unit by 2008 in order to avoid 
cash flow problems.  Expanding our system offers some help but timing is critical.  The Lake Florida home
owners will make their final decision at their September 24th meeting, but the engineering, bids, construction
and hook-ups will run into late 2007.  Lake George and Nest Lake will be on the same trunk line so they
could follow shortly thereafter.  However, Diamond Lake is still in the discussion stage so would be farther
out.  Expansion of residential units in Spicer and New London would be especially favor-
able since both would include the water costs, and the hook-up time could be shorter.

Cost figures for the Bunny Park sewer connection were also presented.  The connection
cost for the one resident whose system required an update, indicate that their out of pocket
costs are almost the same as a second tier hook-up around Green Lake.  They will be
metered for normal sewer charges.  This project could be complete this fall and will be
available to all units in the area.

The meeting concluded with the Board assigning Ron Hagemeier to check into the
problems involved in obtaining water quality information on effluent discharge from the
sewer system.  The gauge system at County Road 2 needs updating in order to provide the
necessary data on a routine basis.

Dick Baken

Hello to all Residents!

It is hard to believe that another summer is behind us and fall is knocking on our doors!

This summer has been very busy for the Sheriff’s Office, especially around the lakes with
the 90o plus heat and humidity that we had - a lot of people were looking to stay cool in the water.

It has been good working with you this summer and for those of you leaving for the winter to stay in the heat,
just a few tips to help keep your summer home here safe.

Contact Green Lake Association and have them put you on the list for the Green Lake security
patrol person to check your house.  If you have a year-round neighbor let them know you are
going to be gone and when you are returning.  Give them a phone number where you can be
reached in case there are any problems with your residence.

You can also contact the Sheriff’s Office and request extra patrol.  If you have an alarm
system make sure that it is working properly and you have a key holder on your contact list.

I hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable fall and winter and I look forward to seeing 
you in the spring.

Take care,

Sheriff Dan Hartog

From the Sheriff ’s Office

Green Lake is located in four different governmental taxing districts and two different school districts.  Lakeshore
properties for the most part are valued on a per-front-foot basis.  The Kandiyohi County Assessors Office establishes a

base rate for each lake, which is adjusted on a yearly basis according to sales indicators.  This per
front foot rate for the 2005 assessment was 4600 per front for Green Lake.  The base rate of

4600 for the 2005 assessment was established by utilizing the sales from October 2003 thru
September 2004.  During this time frame approximately 25 sales of property occurred on
Green Lake, which indicated the level of assessment on Green Lake to about 80% of full
market value.  To find the level of assessment on a sale, the assessors office takes the sales
price, then subtracts the personal property values.  Then we divide the assessors value by
the adjusted sale price to arrive at a percentage of assessment.  Example, a property sells for
$110,000 with personal property of $10,000 and an estimated market value of $80,000.
$110,000 sale price subtract $10,000 pp = $100,000 adjusted sale price.  Formula: $80,000

Assessors value divided by 100,000 adjusted sale price = 80% ratio.
The value of 4600 per front foot is adjusted either upward or downward by size, lack of height or

excess of height, weedy or rocky shoreline detracts from value, lack of depth detracts from value while excess depth
tends to add value.

2005 Kandiyohi County Lake Base Rates
..........................................................2004..............2005

Green Lake........................................3800..............4600
Eagle Lake ........................................1700..............2100
Lake Florida ......................................1500..............2100
Diamond Lake ..................................1200..............1600
George Lake ......................................1100..............1600
Games Lake ......................................1050..............1500
Norway Lake ....................................1225..............1300
Lake Andrew ....................................1225..............1300
Big Kandiyohi Lake............................950 ..............1250
Nest Lake ............................................900 ..............1100
Henderson Lake ..................................800 ..............1100
Elkhorn Lake ......................................650 ................850
Calhoun Lake ......................................500................600
Long Lake (Irving, Roseville) ............475 ................575
Long Lake (Dovre) ............................450................550
Bass Lake ............................................300................400

The assessor is a historian who utilizes the current sales to establish an estimated market value, which becomes the
basis for the next year’s taxes.  A brief look back at the base values on Green Lake:

2005 = 4600 2001 = 2250 1997 = 1700 1993 = 1350
2004 = 3800 2000 = 1950 1996 = 1550 1992 = 1250
2003 = 3000 1999 = 1950 1995 = 1475 1991 = 920
2002 = 2475 1998 = 1850 1994 = 1400 1990 = 875

Looking into the future, the base rate for the 2006 assessment, which becomes payable as a tax in 2007 has yet to be
set, but sales indicators point to a base rate of 5600.

Sincerely,

Garfield Herfindahl
Deputy Kandiyohi County Assessor

             


